January 2nd, 2005
Hi Gavin

It is now about 10:30 a.m. Nadine left for the airport at 9 am for her departure about 12:30 p.m. I was going to accompany her, but as she would be hanging out with her friends, she decided it would not be necessary for me to go. She has had a good time here though only now is she beginning to get over the cold she got when she arrived. 

The big event this past week, as you already know, was the 9.0 earthquake in the Indian Ocean off the NE coast of Sumatra which sent tsunamis around the rim of the Indian Ocean, reaching as far away as Somalia and Kenya. As of today, the death toll stands at about 150 000, most of these being in Aceh (?sp) province in Northern Sumatra where whole towns were wiped out. This disaster is the world’s worst in terms of scope and number of countries involved. However, the worst single disaster was probably in 1976 when an earthquake struck a city in China during the night and the earth opened up swallowing most of the city. The official death toll was about 240 000 though experts pit it closer to 700 000! And Bangladesh regularly has floods that kill more than 100 000. (Most disasters around the world are caused by floods.) 

There were quite a number of HK people in the stricken areas though the death toll is only four at the moment with about 80 unaccounted for. Last night, when I went down to a photo shop to collect some photos for Nadine, I met a guy who had just returned from Puhket (?sp). He showed me his photos of the damage caused by the waves at his hotel. He mentioned that there are a number of people from this hotel who were there and are missing. The aircraft carries USS Abraham Lincoln and its support group has been in HK for R &R. On leaving, they went to Aceh to help in the tsunami disaster relief.

Nadine was out nearly every day with her friends while here. One day they went to see the large Buddha on Lantau Island and then up to Victoria Peak. She also spent most of one day in Stanley. She went to Shenzhen for a day with Annemarie and her mother. Did a lot of shopping there! This included a nice suit which cost only HK$180 (though you need to include the HK$120 visa fee in that price.) She greeted the New Year in on a boat cruise around the harbour. Earlier, she had been on a day junk trip to Po toi Island (south of HK Island). Many of these places she went to I have never been to!! 

Nadine got all her digital photos printed – nearly 300 of them. She also got coupons for free reprints. She used these to get several large copies of the picture with the three of you on a sofa. Gave me a copy. Nice picture. You have put on a bit of weight since I last saw you. 

The weather in the past couple of days has been much colder. Coolest New Year's day for about 40 years with temperatures in some parts of the New territories going down to 3OC. But it was good for the run yesterday – cold but a beautiful sunny day. I wore a pullover – can’t recall when I last did so as winters here are gradually getting warmer. In the past I would usually remove the pullover when I had warmed up but yesterday I actually wore it for the whole run. And, for this route, another fastest time. At 2 hours 53 mins, it was about 7 minutes faster than several years ago. At the 902 bus stop in Sheung Shui yesterday, Nadine and I almost walked straight past each other when I was going for my run and she was returning from being out all night for the new year. Just at the last second I noticed that she was passing just one foot from me! 


There were some protests on New Year’s day, which seems to be the norm now. But a protest by one political group was cancelled and changed into a fund raiser for victims of the disaster. However, ‘Long Hair’ was arrested – again – for a breach of the peace! His protest group was baited by members of a group with opposite views which upset him somewhat. In the afternoon yesterday, there was also a concert at the HK Stadium to raise money for disaster relief. 

The other day, the new Shenzhen subway opened. Its logo is almost identical to the MTR logo, but with two vertical lines instead on one. 
It is now about 12:15 p.m. I have just received a phone call from Nadine, saying that she is about to board the plane. 
That’s it for now. 

Cheers.
PS: Just read your New Year e-mail. Indecisive? Probably not, as there are so many possibilities out there. But note that you are already thinking of possibilities, which is good. There are also a number of carers anyone would take up. But as long as we get one that we like, that is OK. But check out areas like aeronautical engineering very carefully to see that you have suitable qualifications. Would you want to do your studies in the UK? In Manchester?
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